
 

NO PLACE TO HIDE* 

 
An open letter to Boston Mayor Thomas Menino, Boston City Councilors, 

And Boston University Trustees 

 
We, the undersigned scientists, physicians, public health specialists, and academics 

oppose the construction of a Level 4 Biological Research Laboratory in the South End/Roxbury 

area of Boston near the Boston Medical Center.  Research in this high security laboratory – the 

first proposed for such a densely populated urban area – will involve work with some of the most 

dangerous biological organisms, viruses and toxins that can cause deadly diseases for which there 

are no known cures, such as anthrax, Ebola, and small pox.   

High level safety and security procedures will be installed.  However, there can be no 

guarantees that there will be no accidents that might lead to the release of deadly, air-borne 

pathogens through the failure of safety systems or when they are transported through city streets.  

The laboratory might also become a target for intentional acts of violence. 

Because of new federal laws, there may be no public oversight of research at the 

laboratory, much of which could be classified, and the public may not be informed of accidents if 

they should occur.  In addition, through its high security presence and the heavy increase in traffic 

and air pollution, this facility will have a negative impact on the quality of life in the surrounding 

residential neighborhood and its relationship to the medical campus and hospital. 

For all these reasons, this type of Level 4 laboratory should not be located in this densely 

populated urban area: there are 50, 000 people within one mile and more than one million within 

ten miles of the proposed site.  There are real and potentially catastrophic risks to the health and 

safety of people in the local and surrounding communities.  We, therefore, request that Boston 

University withdraw its plans to build this laboratory and that the Mayor and Councilors of the 

City of Boston take steps to ensure that such high-risk facilities not be constructed in Boston. 

 

 

 

*A campaign of Safety Net and ACE (Alternatives for Community & Environment) with 

the support of UJP (United for Justice with Peace).   

For further information: www.ace-ej.org.  



LIST OF SIGNERS TO “NO PLACE TO HIDE LETTER” 
 

Julian Agyeman, PhD   Tufts University 
Margarita Alegria, PhD  Harvard Medical School 
P. John Anderson, MPH, PhD Boston University School of Medicine 
Roberta J. Apfel, MD, MPH  Harvard Medical School 
Luis Aponte-Parés, PhD  UMass-Boston 
Joan Arches, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Rita Arditti, PhD    Union Institute and University 
Patricia Arend, MA   Boston College 
Jeanne Bamberger, MA   MIT 
Sarah Bartlett, Med   UMass-Boston 
Ann Blum, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Lawrence Blum, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Ethan Bolker, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Ramon Borges-Mendez, PhD  UMass-Boston 
Eric Bourgeois, PhD     Northeastern University 
Steven Brion-Meisels, PhD  Harvard University 
Doug Brugge, PhD, MS  Tufts University School of Medicine 
Sujatha Byravan, PhD   Council for Responsible Genetics 
Courtney B. Cazden, EdD   Harvard University 
Margaret Cerullo, PhD  Hampshire College 
Michael L. Charney, MD  Boston, MA 
Eric Chivian, MD    Harvard Medical School 
 Nobel Peace Prize 1985 
 Noam Chomsky, PhD   MIT 
Connie Chow, PhD    Simmons College 
Richard W. Clapp, DSc, MPH Boston University School of Public Health 
Michael Cohen, PhD   Boston University 
Summer Coish, MA   Boston University School of Public Health 
Charles Derber, PhD    Boston College 
Estelle Disch, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Alan Donovan, BSc   MIT 
Eleanor Duckworth, PhD         Harvard University 
Trudy Duffy, PhD   Boston University 
Louise Dunlap, PhD        Tufts University  
George Eastman, EdD, PhD  Institute for Media Research 
Joan Ecklein, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Leon Eisenberg, MD   Harvard Medical School 
Monroe Engel, PhD   Harvard University 
Stephanie Engel, MD   Harvard University Health Service 
Paul R. Epstein, MD, MPH  Harvard Medical School 
Angelika F. Evans, MS  Wellesley College 
Claryce Evans, EdD   Harvard University 
Tess Ewing, MS                 U Mass-Boston 
Gordon Fellman, PhD   Brandeis University 



Carroy U. Ferguson, PhD  UMass-Boston 
David Ferry, PhD   Wellesley College 
Peter Ford, PhD   MIT 
Marilyn Frankenstein, MA  UMass-Boston 
Marc Fried, PhD.    Mass. Institute of Psychoanalysis 
Archon Fung, PhD   Harvard University 
Geraldine Gamburd. PhD   UMass-Dartmouth 
Reebee Garofalo, EdD  UMass-Boston. 
Elena Gascon-Vera, PhD  Wellesley College 
Irene Gendzier, PhD   Boston University 
Gerald Gill, PhD     Tufts University 
Janet Gillespie, PhD   Springfield College-Boston  
Gary R. Goldstein, PhD   Tufts University 
Daniel A. Goodenough, PhD   Harvard Medical School 
Francis Grabowski, Jr, BS  Boston College 
Allen Graubard, Ph.D   UMass 
Henry Grunebaum, MD  Harvard Medical School 
Judith Grunebaum, LISCW  Harvard Medical School 
Mary R. Harvey, PhD   Harvard Medical School 
Larry Hartenian, PhD   Curry College 
Douglas Hayden, MA   MGH Biostatistics Center 
Judith L. Herman, MD  Harvard Medical School 
John Hess, PhD   UMass-Boston 
David Himmelstein, MD  Harvard Medical School 
Donald Hindley, PhD   Brandeis University 
Tad Hirsch, MD    MIT   
Marilyn N. Howell, EdD   Brookline, MA  
Howard Hu, MD, MPH  Harvard  School of Public Health 
Ruth Hubbard, PhD   Harvard University 
Marcia Hutchinson, PhD                    Sherborn, MA 
H. Patricia Hynes, PhD  Boston University School of Public Health 
Ray Jackendoff, PhD   Brandeis University 
Audrey M. Jones, PhD  Boston Grad. School of Psychoanalysis 
Sandra J. Jones, PhD    Brandeis University 
John Kabat-Zinn, PhD  UMass Medical School 
Deborah Kacanek, ScD.   Harvard School of Public Health 
Arlene M. Katz, PhD   Harvard Medical School 
Sandra Kanter, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Jonathan King, PhD   MIT 
Leila Kohler, Mdiv   UMass-Boston 
Gerald P. Koocher, PhD.      Simmons College School for Health Studies 
Sheldon Krimsky, PhD  Tufts University 
Leslie Lawrence, MFA   Tufts University 
Lynne Layton, PhD    Harvard Medical School 
H. Stephen Leff, PhD   Harvard Medical School 
Charles Levenstein, PhD  UMass-Lowell 



David Lewit, PhD   Boston, MA 
Richard Lewontin, PhD  Harvard University 
Joan Liem, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Ramsay Liem, PhD   Boston College  
Bernard Lown, MD   Harvard School of Public Health 
 Nobel Peace Prize 1985 
Wendy Luttrell, PhD   Harvard University 
Arthur MacEwan, Ph.D.  UMass-Boston 
Betty Reid Mandell, MSW   Bridgewater State College 
Marvin Mandell, PhD   Curry College 
Gerald S. Manning, PhD  Brookline, MA 
John J. Marshall, BS     Northeastern University 
Anna Meigs, PhD   Cambridge Health Alliance 
Angela Perez Mejia, PhD  Brandeis University 
Alan Meyers, MD   Boston University School of Medicine 
Laura J. Miller, PhD    Brandeis University 
Elliot G. Mishler, PhD  Harvard Medical School 
Paul Monsky, PhD,    Brandeis University 
Catherine Mooney, PhD  Weston Jesuit School of Theology 
Richard Moskowitz, MD  Watertown, MA 
Norah Mulvaney-Day, PhD  Cambridge Health Alliance 
Christopher Nauman, MD    Brockton MA 
Judy Norsigian, PhD   Our Bodies Ourselves 
Malkah Notman, MD   Harvard Medical School 
James P. O’Brien, PhD  UMass-Boston 
Barbara Ogur, MD   Harvard Medical School 
David Ozonoff, MD, MPH  Boston University School of Public Health 
Prasannan Parthasarathi, PhD  Boston College 
Lewis Pepper, MD, MPH  Boston University School of Public Health 
Barry Phillips, Ph.D    UMass-Boston 
Alvin F. Pouissant, MD  Harvard Medical School 
Russell Pregeant, PhD   Curry College 
George Psathas, PhD   Boston University 
Ruth Anna Putnam, PhD  Wellesley College 
Anita Raj, PhD   Boston University School of Public Health 
John Ramsay, PhD   Berkelee  College of Music 
Joy Raviv, MA    CCC-SLP 
Susan M. Reverby, PhD  Wellesley College 
Margaret Rhodes, PhD  UMass-Boston 
Cora R. Roelofs, ScD.   UMass-Lowell 
David Rohrlich, PhD    Boston University 
Lawrence Rosenwald, PhD   Wellesley College 
Andee Rubin, SM    MIT 
David I. Rubin,PhD                UMass-Boston 
Marjorie A. Salvodon, PhD                Suffolk University 
Judith Sanders, PhD               Tufts University 



Kathleen Sands, PhD               UMass-Boston 
Lisa Schneier, EdD     U Mass-Boston 
Juliet Schor,PhD                  Boston College 
Linda Selaya,MS    Cambridge, MA 
William Shutkin, JD, MA  MIT 
Alisha L. Sieminski, PhD  MIT 
Therese Signaigo, BA      UMass-Boston 
Bennett Simon, MD         Harvard Medical School 
Stephen Soldz, PhD  Boston Grad. School of Psychoanalysis 
José A Soler,PhD     UMass-Dartmouth 
Eve Spangler, PhD  Boston College 
Sandra Stark,MFA,      School/Museum of Fine Arts 
Vicky Steinitz, PhD   UMass-Boston 
Harry Sterling, BS   Northeastern University 
Michael E. Stone, PhD  UMass-Boston 
Merlin Swartz, PhD   Boston University 
Clark Taylor, PhD    UMass-Boston 
Rhoda Unger, PhD    Brandeis University 
Miren Uriarte, PhD    UMass-Boston 
Nalini Visvanathan, PhD  UMass-Boston 
Victor Wallis, PhD   Berklee College of Music 
Kathleen Weiler, PhD   Tufts University 
Peter Weiler, PhD    Boston College 
Anna Wexler, EdD   Springfield College 
Paul Wiers, MCP     Harvard University 
Ann Withorn,  PhD       U Mass-Boston 
Nancy Lee Wood, PhD  Bristol Community College 
Margo N. Woods, DSc  Tufts University School of Medicine 
Beverly Woodward, PhD     Brandeis University 
Leslie Zebrowitz, PhD  Brandeis University 
Howard Zinn, PhD   Boston University 
 
 
 
*As of 4/20/04;  
N=165 

 


	And Boston University Trustees

